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A E R SRR G (DUT Ry ) fERFHFE T
BN R R 3 - Wi RV BIAE R FRIg I o e 2 B R R 5
HEZ o EPMBIED BTSN AR R > v LIGE 2022 7 HE
B AEHFEE (Joe Biden) 3 BB & - FESHIFHHRITEHIIR T

FFEMRSN SRR E P R E L R S ) > B 77 B8 2 B
ELERFSAE AL 5 ~ FBH ~ ZEFTEHIAYSS S » {50 o s ot It e 1 325 Fee
FEhnZ A o (B2 ERVBIBOR » SR AR RE » Gtk
NIEREAERA 22 35 ) BIBOR » Wi RdF LA BN 5 g 7+
W91 I8 2 SR B (extraterritorial threats and harassment) » [K [ & &7
FEANL (reorient) ELYD B FIRRGR » 1F I 8L E 17 BXRE 58 (8 (B i 1) J Al
o R LB BRI AR R CR o R IR EA ~ RORIRE - L
FHA ~ PRI ~ FIIEC AR B R EMECR B RS RRE > P A E RE S 1
BV R BLERE > FTiE0UELE THEfH &38R ) (Khashoggi Murder) —
% 2GRV WIBIEFF & BUR Sz 7 B RN 2 — ©

4% drE g A BRI BIEAL & F - REIEIR E R E T
£ 2022 & 12 ARy - BB %% (s SRR R )
Bl 34 I A Whist - H 2B EEEBEARAEN - Wil AR N
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[ Joe Biden, “Joe Biden: Why I’'m Going to Saudi Arabia,” The Washington
Post, July 9, 2022, <https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/07/09/
joe-biden-saudi-arabia-israel-visit/>.

2 WG#A S (Jamal Khashoggi) B & #LFF W B £V 2 (Mohammed bin
Salman) "] (EERIHEH) 3C& - HAE 2018 4 10 AV EBEGHHTIHE K
(EEE AR » BEEIE R B R T B 17H) - {H & B s 2 B
BRIHREGHRRDES E/HE TR o w1 R D
BN - HFFR SRR THECRHIEI S ) (pariah state) » #LETFVDER
gE/# - A EMEE PRSI -
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IR EREZBNE AR (capital) BELIBFRBUAR S » i A R IEER
2R o AL > VOBIERE L BB NSRS - nREEEE N FERE
I o HEl (Kai He) FrE5RAY TBIREZE ) (dynamic balancing) i&1K
BN B TE B PR HE R AN [E R R AR B N o &L ARENY TR
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AR ASBUR o STVDIBICE I 35 gt S B s (LT > Fme AR Y B A
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JBUE . CEERIER PRSI CERET I E 1) > BBC
HC#g) 0 2022 %12 H 9 H » <https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/trad/
world-63915592> -

4 TASAM, “Post-Security Dilemmas, Integrations, Models and Asia,”
November 3-4, 2022, TASAM, <https://tasam.org/Files/Etkinlik/File/
VizyonBelgesi/IGK8 Vizyon EN pdf 4cf611e0-b5f9-4d4e-821a-901fd
5082d26.pdf>.

5 Kai He, “Polarity and Threat Perception in Foreign Policy: A Dynamic
Balancing Model,” in Nina Grager, Bertel Heurlin, Ole Waver, & Anders
Wivel, eds., Polarity in International Relations: Past, Present, Future
(Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022), pp. 45-61.
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6. v - CEBRBRGRAT L E R M) o (FIEREIFE) - B4 8
51 H1> 2005 2 H 0 L 126-127 ¢ S5 - GRROE T TG )
BEMER - (BEFRBAREGR) (210 : TMEE > 2011 ) - 573
BgEh ~ Finn - Cinb B E £ RS ZBOR I ER ) - ([
REBLRFZE) - 5 52 BHE 3 W > 2013 F 9 > {44 «

7 Steven E. Lobell, Norrin M. Ripsman, & Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, Neoclassical
Realism, the State and Foreign Policy (Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 2009), p. 20 : Al ~ BFF5 0 CREEARS BURF LLAR 3E 1811 & 7T S 2



BA RIS TR BREEE DB FRR T

(polarity) BEEIZRITRHYITHE » FLI7E0E W LU RE B R PR IO B Y
B 75 2 o (IR AR 5 s B B Py e B8 1 56 (5 B g e 1 T
i AT R R
FENREF M) AIBLSHAE S HEM 2L (Kenneth N. Waltz) FIHE /)R
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s HX @ asE e TEGELAI] (threat perception)
RS 7RSSR R HUMR BB KT RS o BIFRER R 7 — {1 H REMERY B
(HEEURIRRE ) B —{EE BRI (M) > MEUHIRRERRE T I
FEB (self-help) fHE[A BB TR - MAREERE] T B 5% 3% 26
TTOMER At = 2 P BR A - AR HERT 2L R M 7 v P A 2R
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8 Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics (New York: Random
House, 1979), pp. 121-126.
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9 Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics, p. 126.

I0Kai He, “Polarity and Threat Perception in Foreign Policy: A Dynamic
Balancing Model,” pp. 51-52.

Il Kai He, “Polarity and Threat Perception in Foreign Policy: A Dynamic
Balancing Model,” p. 54.



B RS TR BREEE DB FRRK 9

BEAK 2 (580 > BB 5 M A 711y e Py B 71 18y L B A e o 17 B
%ﬁ o 12

EEFAPREIAE » BIFRTR WG ) A iy BB oK A B iR (S5 Ry
Bl — RS - (HUA G PR - NI R B i oy
BIE(E RIS IARIROR - EO 73— (R8RS G s A - FHE
A — SIS G E AR - #RINFR BB R EW AR - 13
Rl e £ BRTHEAT) 1S AR - BUE 73 % R e PR R AR B2 S T
LA - INMEEEREAE - BE - IR REEE - 2
il e — {8 BE BRI o 14
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L) (degenerative theorizing) » 15 7t REHI 5L (nomothetic) 72k
oo THIET T 897535 » AEHGEE (Gustav Meibauer) % AFE -

[2Kai He, “Polarity and Threat Perception in Foreign Policy: A Dynamic
Balancing Model,” p. 54.

17 Gustav Meibauer, Linde Desmaele, Tudor Onea, Nicholas Kitchen, Michiel
Foulon, Alexander Reichwein, & Jennifer Sterling-Folker, “Forum:
Rethinking Neoclassical Realism at Theory’s End,” International Studies
Review, Vol. 23, Issue 1, March 2021, p. 280.

/1G. John Ikenberry, “Reflections on After Victory,” The British Journal of
Politics and International Relations, Vol. 21, Issue 1, August 2018, p. 7.

I5.Jeffrey W. Legro & Andrew Moravcesik, “Is Anybody Still A Realist?”
International Security, Vol. 24, No. 2, Fall 1999, pp. 5-55; Stephen M.
Walt, “The Enduring Relevance of the Realist Tradition,” in Ira Katznelson
& Helen V. Milner, eds., Political Science: The State of the Discipline
(New York: W. W. Norton Company, 2002), pp. 197-230; Kevin Narizny,
“On Systemic Paradigms and Domestic Politics: A Critique of the Newest
Realism,” International Security, Vol. 42, Issue 2, Fall 2017, pp. 155-190.
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16. Gustav Meibauer, Linde Desmaele, Tudor Onea, Nicholas Kitchen, Michiel
Foulon, Alexander Reichwein, & Jennifer Sterling-Folker, “Forum:
Rethinking Neoclassical Realism at Theory’s End,” p. 270.

I7Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State and War: A Theoretical Analysis (New
York: Columbia University Press, 1959), p. 238.

18 Gustav Meibauer, Linde Desmaele, Tudor Onea, Nicholas Kitchen, Michiel
Foulon, Alexander Reichwein, & Jennifer Sterling-Folker, “Forum:
Rethinking Neoclassical Realism at Theory’s End,” p. 272.

19 Gustav Meibauer, Linde Desmaele, Tudor Onea, Nicholas Kitchen, Michiel
Foulon, Alexander Reichwein, & Jennifer Sterling-Folker, “Forum:
Rethinking Neoclassical Realism at Theory’s End,” p. 273.

ZKai He, “Polarity and Threat Perception in Foreign Policy: A Dynamic
Balancing Model,” p. 55.
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/I Gustav Meibauer, Linde Desmaele, Tudor Onea, Nicholas Kitchen, Michiel
Foulon, Alexander Reichwein, & Jennifer Sterling-Folker, “Forum:
Rethinking Neoclassical Realism at Theory’s End,” p. 273 ° 33 FRAR & BELHT
Bl FEREEO  EEMERE - 55k B B R K
TEROT AR B R £ EAESRBIR R A R - Mk E H 2B
TR E + H2R o Wl HUERE T 28 R 3 B o B LB S R - B R
58I RAT AR E R IF SO 0UAS R > R T HABER > HI5
BURATy & 528 13 N BOE BL 6 R

2243 (John W. Kingdon) & A L BUREORE - 73 Al 52 2 RE i
(problem stream) ~ BURIR (policy stream) BLEETR (politics stream) FE
TIMmE L AIBEE BE © John W. Kingdon, Agendas, Alternatives, and Public
Policies (New York: Longman, 2003), pp. 1-280 °

23 0le Weaever, “Polarity is What Power Does When It Becomes Structure,” in
Nina Grager, Bertel Heurlin, Ole Waver, & Anders Wivel, eds., Polarity in
International Relations: Past, Present, Future (Cham: Palgrave Macmillan,
2022), p. 35.
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B R AE [ PR A BN 22 i - B AR (Ole Waever) TR T34
(B0 To+X1 ) o B PEIRIGM A2 ERZIFE » ME—1ER
& Tl ) (IRIRE » R RUlENEZE] TYEWE ) (material
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P F R (Rt A o
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BUR e e & e B TR E#ED#H 2 R EFITE ST
By o WA BRI E o KD B R s H B 1 R AR o [FIRE

/4 Adel Abdel Ghafar & Silvia Colombo, The European Union and the Gulf
Cooperation Council: Towards A New Path (Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan,
2021), p. 212.

29.0le Weaever, “Polarity is What Power Does When It Becomes Structure,”
p. 36.
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iR BCe EA B 7 B B EAR (Kristian Ulrichsen)?8 5 3
THEAFIEEN - WY H 2 EREEAD 2 5E (Eva Adam) HIZ
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0. Sameena Hameed, Md Muddassir Quamar, & P. R. Kumaraswamy, Persian
Gulf 2021-22: India’s Relations with the Region (Singapore: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2022), pp. 359-360.

/l Jonathan Fulton, China’s Relations with the Gulf Monarchies (London:
Routledge, 2020), p. 11.

Z8Kristian Ulrichsen, “Evolving Threat Perceptions and Changing Regional
Dynamics in a ‘Post-GCC’ Era,” in Mahjoob Zweiri, Md Mizanur Rahman,
& Arwa Kamal, eds., The 2017 Gulf Crisis: An Interdisciplinary Approach
(Singapore: Springer, 2021), pp. 131-144.

/9 Kristian Ulrichsen, “Evolving Threat Perceptions and Changing Regional
Dynamics in a ‘Post-GCC’ Era,” p. 142.

JlEva Adam, “Popular Sentiments and Elite Threat Perception in the
Gulf: Iran in the Public Discourse in Saudi Arabia,” in Mahjoob Zweiri,
Md Mizanur Rahman, & Arwa Kamal, eds., The 2017 Gulf Crisis: An
Interdisciplinary Approach (Singapore: Springer, 2021), pp. 159-160.
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JLKai He, “Polarity and Threat Perception in Foreign Policy: A Dynamic
Balancing Model,” p. 57.

3 Zenonas Tziarras, Turkish Foreign Policy: The Lausanne Syndrome in the
Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East (Cham: Springer, 2022), p. 26.

JJ Zenonas Tziarras, Turkish Foreign Policy: The Lausanne Syndrome in the
Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East, p. 27.

J Hasan Yiikselen, Strategy and Strategic Discourse in Turkish Foreign Policy
(Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2020), p. 11.

J)Luiza Cerioli, “Saudi Arabian Strategy Reassessment Since 2003: The
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FEHL o

Emergence of A Regional Leadership Via Neoclassical Realist Lenses,”
International Area Studies Review, Vol. 26, No. 3, June 2023, pp. 291-292.
J6:2004 SF A LI e A Ay = (R — 7 HOE R R AT T 5

P8 ) EEIERE - (ERXIRFRIBEEE - [T ae] RS —(IE 22 A At - 36 R
B8 (HEaR o P THEE A ) B 28m) - (BREERFTE) -
12017 F 10 H > H33 °

J/Luiza Cerioli, “Saudi Arabian Strategy Reassessment Since 2003: The
Emergence of A Regional Leadership Via Neoclassical Realist Lenses,” pp.
295-297.



16 ZFA2¢FZRFE_FTE2EF9N 2024510 A TSSCI #% s 317

— A EEFHAYAAEARLRHEN AR
(—) U R ke 59T = {75 DL 35 B 5 i
TR S B AR WEI LIS FEmFE R > L/ L
— (& B TR > 7 B VD B 5 B I SR > L T A W R R G A
A A eV Er o B H AR T RS - VO 2 EREL R
MY B REEISEA%o » (H 22 MEBERs » IR A S A > R
T T RRAST © 138
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J8“Saudi Crown Prince Says Will Develop Nuclear Bomb If Iran Does: CBS
TV,” Reuters, March 16, 2018, <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-
iran-nuclear-idUSKCN1GRIMN>.

J9 Alex Ward, “Why the US Won’t Break Up With Saudi Arabia Over Jamal
Khashoggi’s Murder,” Vox, November 21, 2018, <https://www.vox.com/2018/
10/18/17990546/trump-jamal-khashoggi-saudi-arabia-history-murder>.

40 John Harney, “Trump Talks to the Saudi Crown Prince Despite Uproar Over
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Abstract

In 2022, the leaders of China and the United States visited Saudi
Arabia successively, influencing Saudi Arabia’s future policy direction
and prompting speculation that its policy was influenced by the U.S.-
China competition. It has even been suggested that Saudi Arabia could
lean toward China. This paper investigates Saudi Arabia’s strategic
choices and analyzes Saudi Arabia’s strategic direction through
the “Dynamic Balancing” research approach from “Neoclassical
Realism.” It shows that the international system and “polarity” restrict
countries’ ability to adopt external or internal balance. However,
threat perceptions determine what countries do to balance and how
to balance. In the past, Saudi Arabia was a crucial ally of the United
States, but the relationship was affected by the Khashoggi murder. Did
the incident influence Saudi Arabia’s policy direction, or was it only

consistently hedging? This paper is divided into five parts, including an
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introduction, Neoclassical Realism and Dynamic Balancing, discourse
analysis toward the U.S. and China after the Khashoggi incident, threat
perceptions and Saudi Arabia’s strategy, and a conclusion. It finds
that Saudi Arabia is affected by the polarity of the international and
regional systems simultaneously. Facing an uncertain future within
the international system (bipolar or multipolar), Saudi Arabia seeks
friendly relations with China to increase its bargaining power with the
United States, while its threat perception mainly concentrates on how

to balance Iran.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia, U.S.-China Competition, Neoclassical

Realism, Dynamic Balancing, Threat Perception
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