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Viewpoint, Vol. 53, No. 2, August 2012, pp. 147-162.
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JScott Y. Lin, “Growing Global Civil Society Complements Global
Environmental Governance: Lessons Learned from the Lancang/Mekong
Dam Projects,” Issues & Studies, Vol. 49, No. 4, December 2013, pp. 141-
188.

J Yulia Rachinsky-Spivakov, “The Role of Civil Society in the Lower Mekong
Region in Environmental Decision-making: Water Management and Forestry
Issues,” Asian Politics & Policy, Vol. 14, No. 2, April 2022, pp. 264-276.
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% HEFEREKR - S NEPLE LBE - B - Bt g k&EFREF
HE I E R R MR R TR 2 S TER B » R AR SOR A AT Rl e Y T
A o

= HBRREBESAMG B B RE M B A 8

AR BOGE M S HF > ExBUGHEHI0— KRS ThE
BOE ANV DBGRAEFEE HEE ] — #ELE R (selectorate
theory) » 36 & & (BN [F] Ek HE AU RE R IE & [RI B8 A M I F738 ] 32
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Jj.Carl Middleton & Jeremy Allouche, “Watershed or Powershed? Critical
Hydropolitics, China and the ‘Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Framework’,”
The International Spectator, Vol. 51, No. 3, October 2016, pp. 100-117.
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40 John Gerring, Case Study Research: Principles and Practices (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2007), pp. 1-278.
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4/lPichamon Yeophantong, “China and the Accountability Politics of
Hydropower Development: How Effective are Transnational Advocacy
Networks in the Mekong Region?” Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol. 42,
No. 1, April 2020, p. 85.
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BRIZRIE ¢ Jing Wei, Yongping Wei, Fuqgiang Tian, Natalie Nott, Claire de Wit, Liying
Guo, & You Lu, “News Media Coverage of Conflict and Cooperation Dynamics
of Water Events in the Lancang-Mekong River Basin,” Hydrology and Earth
System Sciences, Vol. 25, No. 3, March 2021, pp. 1603-1615 °

e mrZe Sl A VR A 1 B IS K B — B R AR BRI R 2 B3
PR BB 75 » @ EACH 51 H BN 37 K ERBH #E RS TR K 5
Vi 8 #5 FE (Transboundary Freshwater Dispute Database, TFDD) » 3%
PR R 1L 1948 FF] 2008 F- IR {E 22 B & (EIY R s K HF - JU3E
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43 6 B E g i i A 4 0 35 i “Basins at Risk,” April 15, 2024, Accessed,
Oregon State University, <https://transboundarywaters.science.oregonstate.
edu/content/basins-risk> °

44/ Nigel Watson, Hugh Deeming, & Raphael Treffny, “Beyond Bureaucracy?
Assessing Institutional Change in the Governance of Water in England,”
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46Bunny Yorth, International Mekong River Basin: Events, Conflicts or
Cooperation, and Policy Implications (Thesis, School of Public Policy,
Oregon State University, Corvallis, USA, 2014), pp. 1-65.
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MRC Technical Paper, No. 11, January 2005, discussion paper.
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The Responses of Indochina Peninsula
Countries to Chinese Investment in
Hydropower Development—
Myanmar and Laos as Case Studies

Claire Lin

(Ph.D., the Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies,

National Chengchi University)

Abstract

This article uses Myanmar and Laos as case studies to evaluate the
differences in authoritarian regimes’ decision-making about China’s
hydropower FDI. Myanmar’s democratic transition was interrupted
by the 2021 coup, it is still under military dictatorship, while Laos is
still a party-based autocracy. The political survival logic of the two
countries’ leaders differs. Myanmar’s water resources are concentrated
in conflict zones between ethnic armies. Even if civil war breaks out
due to hydropower development, the primary survival strategy of the
Myanmar leadership is still to “suppress” local ethnic armies, which
leads to delays in the development of hydropower stations, as it does
not affect the survival of the leadership. The survival strategy of
Laotian leadership prioritizes an increase in fiscal autonomy through
hydropower to seek support from the winning coalition. Laos tends
to cooperate with China to build dams in the Mekong River and other

rivers.

Keywords: Autocratic Regime Type, Selectorate Theory, Hydropower,

Foreign Direct Investment, Mekong River
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