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Abstract

Myanmar’s February 1, 2021, coup d’état staged by Tatmadaw
ended Myanmar’s decade-old process of democratization and
intensified armed conflict across the country. The junta’s suppression
and undiscriminated assault on its opponents has fueled resistance
movements and spiraled into civil war nationwide, involving civilians
and ethnic armed groups from across the country. While the shadow
government, the National Unity Government (NUG), called for armed
struggle against the junta’s coup, the military mobilization has been
energized by the NUG’s move to organize an army and military
cooperation with other pro-democracy efforts. However, due to a lack
of sophisticated arms and military expertise, the NUG has an urgent
need to win over the support of Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAO)
and assistance in military and political aspects. EAOs are regarded as
influential and significant partners with their leverage and dominance,
as the NUG and junta both are struggling to establish a legitimate
government in the post-coup era. EAOs have had a wide range of
responses — and resistance to — the coup, based on their history,

geographic location and strategic objectives, with appeals for territorial,
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governance and nation-building proposals in the form of independence,
autonomy or a federal union. Amid the dynamics of escalating conflict
crisis, perceptions of the role of EAOs have shifted from that of rebel
actor to savior, from peace spoiler to peace maker. This paper explores
the dynamics of Myanmar’s civil war since the 2021 coup d’état and
the role of EAOs amid the struggle between resistance movements and

military-regime consolidation.

Keywords: Coup d’Etat, Junta, National Unity Government, Ethnical

Armed Organizations, Post-coup Era






