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2. Pierre Mélandri, “La France et les Etats-Unis,” Politique étrangeére, Vol. 51,
No. 1, Spring 1986, p. 244.
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/I Hugo Paemen, “EU-US: from Godchild to Partner?” Studia Diplomatica,
Vol. 60, No. 1, February 2007, pp. 171-190; Sophie Lecoutre, “The US
Shift Towards ‘Smart Power’ and Its Impact on the Transatlantic Security
Partnership,” EU Diplomacy Papers, No. 2/2010, March 2010, pp. 1-35;
Kristian L. Nielsen, “Continued Drift, But Without the Acrimony: US-
European Relations Under Barack Obama,” Journal of Transatlantic
Studies, Vol. 11, November 2013, pp. 83-108; Marianne Riddervold &
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Abstract

On September 15, 2021, Australia, the United Kingdom and the
United States announced the establishment of AUKUS, with the goal
of generating common military security. The deal also coincided with
Australia’s canceling its contract for French submarines. Reactions
in France were highly diverse. French public opinion was divided,
ranging from grief and optimism, while the different views among
politicians went from consolidating existing alliances to breaking away
from NATO. Academics were divided over whether to follow the U.S.
or to strengthen the EU and French leadership. However, Paris’ actual
actions after AUKUS show that, under Macron’s leadership, France is
still striving for independence and autonomy. The more pro-American
“New Atlanticism” that prevailed in France in the Sarkozy era is no
longer the only option, and the “Gaullo-Mitterrandism” of the French

supremacy of the last century is on the verge of revival.
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