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China’s Challenges in Joining the CPTPP:
An Analysis on Japanese Elites’ Response

Yung-hsing Guo
(Professor, Department of International Business,

National Taichung University of Science and Technology)

Abstract

As the largest economy in the CPTPP, Japan will play a decisive
role over China’s bid to join the regional trade group. Literature
demonstrates that Japan’s diplomatic policy related to China has
shifted from being led by bureaucrats to a strong role by the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) since the 1990s. By searching secondary data,
this paper argues that although the LDP has stressed the high standards
of the CPTPP and implied difficulties in addressing the significant
gap between CPTPP standards and China’s existing economic system,
research from the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry think tank
reveals that except for the issue of labor right, the gap in state-owned
enterprise and E-Commerce could be addressed through political
negotiations. However, most Japanese experts do not support China’s
bid, with the main concerns being Japan-United States relations and
Japanese leadership in the CPTPP. The author of this paper interviewed
bureaucrats from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and scholars closed
to Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry in the summer of 2022 and confirmed that the Japanese
bureaucracy has blocked China’s access to negotiations related to

the CPTPP. The no-contact strategy of the Japanese bureaucracy is
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influenced by LDP Diet members and is consistent with a strong LDP

as argued in the literature.

Keywords: Sino-Japanese Relations, Japan-United States Relations,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Liberal Democratic
Party, CPTPP
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