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I Michael Ranta, “Mao’s Homeworld (s)-A Comment on The Use of
Propaganda Posters in Post-War China,” Semiotica, No. 232, September
2020, pp. 53-78.

2 Xuehua Han, Juanle Wang, Min Zhang, & Xiaojie Wang, “Using Social
Media to Mine and Analyze Public Opinion Related to COVID-19 in
China,” International Journal of Environmental Research and Public
Health, Vol. 17, No. 8, April 2020, p. 2788.
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4 Titus C. Chen, The Making of a Neo-Propaganda State: China’s Social
Media under Xi Jinping (Leiden: Brill, 2022), pp. 1-240.

5 Frank C.S. Liu, “Introduction to the Special Issue-Social Media and Inquiry
into Political Change,” Issues and Studies, Vol. 54, No. 3, September 2018,
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35, No. 3, June 2022, pp. 322-345.

7 Richard K. Herrmann & Michael P. Fischerkeller, “Beyond the Enemy
Image and Spiral Model: Cognitive—Strategic Research after the Cold War,”
International Organization, Vol. 49, No. 3, Summer 1995, pp. 415-450.
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9 Robert Jervis, The Logic of Images in International Relations (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1989), pp. 1-281.

Il Hong Wang & Yunfeng Ge, “Negotiating National Identities in Conflict
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China’s News Reports,” Discourse & Communication, Vol. 14, No. 1,
January 2020, pp. 65-83.
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International Communication Gazette, Vol. 84, No. 7-8, April 2022, pp.
633-654.

IZKingsley Edney, The Globalization of Chinese Propaganda: International
Power and Domestic Political Cohesion (London: Palgrave Macmillan,
2014), pp. 4-5.

13 David Shambaugh, “China’s Propaganda System: Institutions, Processes and
Efficacy,” The China Journal, Vol. 57, January 2007, pp. 25-58.
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[5. Titus C. Chen, The Making of a Neo-Propaganda State: China’s Social
Media under Xi Jinping, pp. 126-155.
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19Yingdan Lu, Jennifer Pan, & Yiqing Xu, “Public Sentiment on Chinese
Social Media during the Emergence of COVID-19,” Journal of Quantitative
Description: Digital Media, Vol. 1, January 2021, pp. 1-47.

20 Margaret E. Roberts, Censored: Distraction and Diversion Inside China's
Great Firewall (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2018), pp. 1-288.



56 #RALEFFIA—_TwEFEH 2023 F 10 A TSSCI #% % #1F

[ H N1 AR B B AUE o BB IR 5 M EC A (Latent
Dirichlet Allocation, LDA) » F{fffi € 1 B/ FE%E (kL
VERE ~ RESCAL / 8~ B/ R ihEER Sk ) o S
H P g 2 4 B R0 SRR B A BRI > DU PRI 22 e
T M A T o 2
iR T — IR BRI R A A 0 HR % T
i) TR E I AR o i DUBER JE P e > m]
R B HATR EUEHEME L - R B ECA tHRR RS - FEEHEH
AR G SCEBBORMGR S AXXAERZE 3 TS
CHm k> HiEEE 2 - HE—2 > TG B0 E KRS E
fiERE~C » Al DI#S IR COVID-19 KR THIM » BiEEZ R T
W AN A R B —— BN ) [ B 2 e ~ 2 IR P B AE A EL
fgefaH - SH—M R E B R 2L ISR —E > 28 MR ERIEH
HIJR R R » A & 2Bkl » 2 B —MN&MEE
MG 1 BOARUL o SEAE—2D - {5 F i sRa8 A E O BIR BB > 2
e TS S Fe A A A e LA AR & BRI E R Y > H
v E B RS T8I - BRI MER L o MREH
STEERI ORGSR BANTE > RETESBERE - B&
JEU B AT A R R e o IRAY > B EHE OB R IR B ] B
I RER GLEE ~ BUBREER ST o TIERT I Py REEE R 28 A OB
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Abstract

What is the nature of the posts China is making on social media?
What are the main features of its publicity model? This article analyzes
43,183 posts from the official media People’s Daily on Weibo from
2019 to 2021. This study is based on the “international image theory”
and uses numbers of likes, comments, and reposts for each post. The
posts by official media can be classified into five types: social news,
policy, survey interaction, current affairs, and daily life. They have
corresponding characteristics in each index. Among them, the comment/
repost ratio is an observable indicator. Most of the “policy and current
affairs news” have a large number of reposts — higher than the number
of comments — and in some cases this can be even higher than the
number of likes. The reposts tend to be the secondary transmission. In
the sentiment analysis category, reposts of positive energy posts have a
higher volume than negatives (but negative energy posts can get likes
as well as positive ones). Through these processes, we can observe
the behavior patterns of Chinese state media and establish a research
process. This process and algorithm can be optimized and used more

widely in future.
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