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Call for Papers:
Conference on the Crossroad of China Study after 2022:
A New Paradigm or New Methodologies?

Xi Jinping’s successful securing of a third term during the 20th CCP Congress in
2022 presents novel challenges for contemporary China Studies. The preexisting
dynamics of Chinese politics, political succession, and foreign policy have all
undergone significant changes, impinging upon the consensus and norms established
since 1978. Consequently, our current comprehension of China proves inadequate for
thorough explanations and reliable predictions. At the same time, incoherence of the
logics across various policy domains have turned increasingly salient. For instance,
while China's stance towards Western nations has become increasingly assertive, its
disposition towards developing countries remains tolerant. In addition, as local
governments in China find themselves more severely mired in financial crises, the
central government resolutely refrains from offering necessary assistance. These
realities encapsulate contradictions and paradoxes within China, indicating that the
prevailing paradigms in China Studies warrant a reassessment and perhaps
reformulation.

Moreover, China has enhanced its social control capabilities by amending national
security regulations and constricting freedom of speech in recent years. The costs and
risks associated with conducting field studies and collecting information have escalated,
independent of COVID-19’s influence. Under the current conditions in Xi’s third term,
this trend appears to have intensified. Accordingly, refreshed discussions on
information collection for research and identification of empirical indicators for
examining China’s present development and future trajectory are warranted.

In light of these considerations, we welcome submissions that address this
transformation in the field of China Studies. Are we in need of a new paradigm, or
should we explore new methodologies, in response to the rapidly changing realities?
We invite contributions that contemplate and elucidate this pivotal juncture in
contemporary China studies. Prospect Quarterly plans to host an academic conference
in December 2023, with the following themes guiding the submissions and discussions:

1. What influence on China’s future will stem from Xi’s third term and his personal
traits/policy initiatives similar to those of Mao Zedong?

2. How will China balance its substantive interests and national reputation in the face
of rising domestic nationalism and professional judgments on the international
situation?

3. What will be the impact on China's economic development and its government



capacity within the context of the internal and external factors that hamper China’s
growth, and financial difficulties of China’s local governments?

4. The advancement of China’s technology and its online surveillance capabilities
have turned a pillar for the party-state’s domestic ruling power. Will China’s
capabilities be extended beyond its borders? If so, will such a development
challenge the shared norms of sovereignty and international laws in the global
community?

5. The success of Starlink in the Ukraine war and the predicted future proliferation
of the 6G communication technology suggest that bandwidth will be significantly
expanded, thus drastically reducing the difficulty for national governments to
monitor the society and command troops on the battlefield. Above all, the rapid
development of artificial intelligence recently has opened up a new epoch where
every aspect of our daily life will be reshaped. How will all the transformations
above influence China’s development? And what are the existing and forthcoming
impacts of US sanctions on China’s high-technology industries?

6. Other paradigms or methodologies that can strengthen the effectiveness to explain
or predict China’s policies or developments.

The Prospect Quarterly welcomes submissions that provide a critical explorations
of these themes. Submissions written in Chinese should not exceed 20,000 words, while
those written in English should be restricted to 9,000 words. The format and style
should be consistent with the newly revised guidelines.



