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15.Gerry Groot, Managing Transitions The Chinese Communist Party, United
Front Work, Corporatism and Hegemony (New York & London: Routledge,
2004), pp. 1-3.
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How Authoritarian States Project Influence,” November 16, 2017, Foreign
Affairs, <https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2017-11-16/
meaning-sharp-power>.

/L' L. Diamond, Marc F. Plattner, & Christopher Walker, Authoritarianism Goes
Global: The Challenge to Democracy (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2016), pp. 1-256.
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72 Joseph Samuel Nye Jr., “How Sharp Power Threatens Soft Power. The Right
and Wrong Ways to Respond to Authoritarian Influence,” January 24, 2018,
Foreign Affairs, <https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2018-01-24/
how-sharp-power-threatens-soft-power?cid=nlc-fa fatoday-20180124>.

23 Christopher Walker & Jessica Ludwig, “The Long Arm of the Strongman:
How China and Russia Use Sharp Power to Threaten Democracies,” May
12, 2021, Foreign Affairs, <https://www.foreignaffairs.com/china/long-arm-

strongman>.
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Power: A Smarter, More Secure America (Washington D.C.: CSIS
Press, 2007), pp. 1-90, CSIS, <https://carnegieendowment.org/files/
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Cut Away at U.S. Foreign Aid,” April 18, 2011, Foreign Policy, <https://
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M Martin C. Libicki, What is Information Warfare? (Washington, D.C.:
National Defense University Press, 1995), p. 35.

#.Juan Pablo Cardenal et al., Sharp Power: Rising Authoritarian Influence
(Washington, D.C.: National Endowment for Democracy, 2017), pp. 1-156.
JoMargarita Jaitner, “Russian Information Warfare: Lessons from Ukraine,”
in Kenneth Geers, ed., Cyber War in Perspective: Russian Aggression
against Ukraine (Tallinn: Cooperative Cyber Defense Centre of Excellence
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J/ Margarita Jaitner, “Russian Information Warfare: Lessons from Ukraine,”
pp. 88-89.

J8 Christopher Walker, “What Is Sharp Power?” Journal of Democracy, Vol.
29, No. 3, July 2018, pp. 9-23; Taechwan Kim, “Authoritarian Sharp Power:
Comparing China and Russia,” The ASAN Forum, June 18, 2018, <https://
theasanforum.org/authoritarian-sharp-power-comparing-china-and-russia/>;
Andrew Foxall & John Hemmings, “The Art of Deceit: How China and
Russia Use Sharp Power to Subvert the West,” December 19, 2019, Henry
Jackson Society, <https://henryjacksonsociety.org/publications/the-art-
of-deceit-how-china-and-russia-use-sharp-power-to-subvert-the-west/>;
Christopher Walker & Jessica Ludwig, “The Long Arm of the Strongman:
How China and Russia Use Sharp Power to Threaten Democracies.”

J90lga G. Leonova, “Sharp Power — the New Technology of Influence in a
Global World,” World Economy and International Relations, Vol. 63, No.
2, February 2019, pp. 21-28; Paolo Messa, The Age of Sharp Power: China,
Russia and Iran: The Interference Is Not Soft. The Italian Case (Milano:
Bocconi University Press, 2019), pp. 1-144.
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A Hybrid Influence Analytical Framework on
Chinese Religious United Front in Taiwan

Ray Wang
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Abstract

Civil society exchanges are growing rapidly and are the most
stable dimension of cross-Strait relations. They currently play a role in
sustaining an uneasy peace across the Strait, but China is alarmed by
the possible “peaceful transformation” of these activities, and Taiwan is
troubled by the “united front” problem that comes with these types of
relations. Among all, religious exchanges have caused the most heated
debate in Taiwanese society. While supporters believe they represent
the benefits of civil liberties and the soft power of Taiwanese society
to influence China, critics argue that these activities are embedded

EE 1Y

with Chinese “united front,” “sharp power” or “cognitive warfare”
operations, because some religious organizations play the role of
“Chinese agents” to influence public opinion, elections, or government
policies in Taiwan. This paper compares the definitions, measurements,
and strengths and weaknesses from three groups covered in the
literature, and uses the knowledge to reexamine the current findings of
cross-Strait religious exchanges. The author proposes a new “hybrid

influence analysis” to address the overlooked fact that authoritarian
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regimes often mix and combine these tools in their influence operations.
This new approach could generate more comprehensive academic

research, more thoughtful public conversations and hopefully serve as a

reference for policy discussion in the future.

Keywords: United Front, Sharp Power, Cognitive Warfare, Cross-

Strait Relations, Cross-Strait Religious Exchanges






