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The Chilling Effects of Online Surveillance
under China’s Digital Authoritarianism:
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Abstract

This study investigates whether China’s monitoring of activities
on Taiwan’s Internet and social media may have a chilling effect
(e.g., unwillingness to discuss China’s sensitive political issues and
willingness to self-censor) among the Taiwanese. Using an online
experiment that primes participants (N = 294) of China’s online
surveillance, this study found that on China’s Internet and social media
platforms, when having better online privacy skills, people who were
cognizant of China’s online surveillance were more willing to search
for and discuss China’s sensitive political issues than those who were
not. People with higher level of online privacy concerns tended to
be willing to self-censor when facing China’s online monitoring. In
other words, variations in intensity of China’s online surveillance’
chilling effects depends on how much people perceive China’s online

surveillance and care about their online privacy.

Keywords: Online Surveillance, Chilling Effect, Self-Censorship,

Online Privacy Skills, Online Privacy Concerns






