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Abstract

After Japan proposed the “Kuranari Doctrine” in 1987,Tokyo
launched its South Pacific diplomatic strategy. This also led to the
establishment of the Japan-Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM)
as a regular dialogue platform in 1997. With the drastic changes in
international politics and economy, the strategic interests of the South
Pacific for Japan can be understood in terms of security, economy and
diplomacy. The security value of the South Pacific to Japan is mainly
to maintain transportation routes, establish a legal maritime order, and
balance the threat of Chinese expansion. Japan’s economic interests in
the South Pacific, meanwhile, are mainly to consolidate distant-water
fisheries, mineral resources, trade and investment, and energy supply.
On the diplomatic front, Japan’s interests in the South Pacific lie in
Tokyo’s efforts to become a permanent member of the UN Security
Council, consolidating political power, and cooperation in international

affairs.

Keywords: Japan, South Pacific, Strategic Interest, PALM, Kuranari

Doctrine
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