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Abstract

This paper explores the changes in the Chinese Communist Party’s
(CCP) selection of elite universities leaders since 2012. After analyzing
140 university presidents and party secretaries who received their
appointments in the Hu Jintao and Xi Jinping eras, this paper found
three major differences in mobility patterns. First, the importance
of party seniority to both university presidents and party secretaries
significantly increased. Scholars with young party age were unlikely
to serve as presidents. Secondly, Western-trained Ph.D. and long-term
overseas experiences were no longer the most salient professional
credentials. Thirdly, some presidents who were local-trained Ph.D.
holders and had weak overseas experiences had close ties with the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) or defense industry. Therefore,
their appointments appear to be related to China’s technology policy.

Accordingly, the current mobility pattern can be best described as
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“politics first,” whereby professional credentials may remain important
but political credentials become indispensable requirements. This new
model differs from the existing literature based on elite dualism and

technology that emphasizes specialization.

Keywords: China, Elite Mobility, University Presidents, University

Party Secretaries, Elite Dualism



