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The Changing Role of the Balancer in Inter-

national Politics: Triangular Relations between

the U.S., China and Taiwan in the Obama and
Trump Administrations

Jung-hsiang Tsai

(Professor,
Political Science Department, National Chung Cheng University)

Abstract

This paper aims to answer three questions. How successfully
has the U.S. played the role of a balancer in the triangular relations
between the U.S., China and Taiwan? What factors account for the
nuances of different outcomes? How do different American presidents
adopt various strategic postures to affect the change and continuity
of the triangular relations between the U.S., China and Taiwan? This
paper argues that when the U.S. opts to fully cooperate the stronger
state (China), it can dilute its balancing role and tilt the balance
between China and Taiwan. The success or failure of the balance
of power is highly contingent on the strategic posture of the balancer
over the stronger state or the weaker state. The Trump administration
has been more successful than the Obama administration in maintaining

a delicate balance between the U.S., China and Taiwan.

Keywords: Balancer, Balance of Power, Strategic Posture, Barack

Obama, Donald Trump
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