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1. Jean-Paul Sartre, Situations, V: Colonialisme et néo-colonialisme de Jean-
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7. Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World-System, vol. I: Capitalist
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Century (New York: Academic Press, 1974), p. 357; Immanuel Wallerstein,
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The Americans Said, The French Said, The

Chinese Said; But What Did the Djibouti

Say? Local Evaluation of The “One Belt One
Road” Initiative

Yen-hsien Chiang

(Adjunct Assistant Professor,
Center for General Education at Providence University)

Abstract

In 2013, Chinese leader Xi Jinping proposed the so-called “One
Belt One Road” initiative, and the initiative has since been heavily
criticized as a kind of neo-colonialism. Djibouti, the key location
of the initiative in East Africa hosting the first Chinese overseas
military base, was deemed to be part of this Chinese neo-colonialism.
Regrettably, the critics did not consider the voice from Djibouti.
Therefore, this article consults Djibouti-based academic, governmental,
and media sources, and finds that Dijibouti academia is generally
neutral toward the initiative, while its government and media are

more positive.

Keywords: One Belt One Road, Djibouti, Neo-Colonialism, Frangafrique,
Chinafrique
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