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Nuclear Hegemony and the Development of
Nuclear Weapons: On Security Situation in
Northeast Asia

Yeh-chung Lu

(Associate Professor, Department of Diplomacy,
National Chengchi University)

Abstract

The U.S. policy toward North Korea has shifted to “Maximum
Pressure and Engagement” since Donald Trump inaugurated as the
president, in which military deterrence and economic sanctions,
together with diplomatic engagement, are expected to shape North
Korea’s truculent behavior. Trump’s meetings with Kim Jong-un in
June 2018 and February 2019 indicated that both sides agreed to
arrest the downward spiral in the security dilemma that could lead
to the break of war in the Korean Peninsula. And yet, the degree
to which Kim is willing to deliver his commitments on denuclearization,
if any, is essential to peace and stability in the Northeast Asia
region. The U.S. as a nuclear hegemon is obliged to respond to a
nuclear North Korea with a capability to threaten its security and
hegemonic status.

In addition, how other players perceive the policy shift on the
U.S. side also plays a significant role in shaping what they want in

the years to come. Nevertheless, while peace remains unclear to



FHEAREE AR HrbBerES EE+ 99

most countries in this region, the occurrence of war seems less likely

at present.

Keywords: Trump-Kim Summit, Hegemonic Stability Theory, Nuclear

Sates, Security Dilemma, Deterrence
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