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North Korea’s Strategic Choices with Russia
and Japan and the Security Dilemma of
Northeast Asia and the Impact of the Korean
Nuclear Issue

Hang-tsung Yen

(Associate Professor, Center for General Education,
University of Kang Ning)

Abstract

A security dilemma is used to explain the uncertainty and mutual
defense caused by a lack of trust and security mechanisms in the
international system, and also to describe the arms race derived from
mutual suspicion among nations. The North Korean nuclear issue
has heightened the security dilemma in Northeast Asia. To maintain
its security, North Korea has developed an interactive strategy with
Russia and Japan, while these two countries have also used the
North Korean issue to realize their respective interests, despite facing
several challenges. All available ways to solve the North Korean
issues at the time are risky. There is no single solution that can
completely solve the problem, making it impossible to reduce the
tension between the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia. With
heightened uncertainty and mutual fear, nations have strengthened

their military preparations in order to protect themselves and to
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pursue security interests, thereby further deepening the security

dilemma in Northeast Asia.

Keywords: The North Korea Issue, Trump-Kim Meeting, Songun/
Army-First Policy, Pyongjin/Parallel Development, Security

Dilemma
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