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The Trump Administration’s Response to
COVID-19: Intelligence Failures or Policy Failures

Cheng Wang

(Associate Professor, Department of Public Security,
Central Police University)

Abstract

Intelligence failure has been regarded as one of the reasons for the
Trump administration’s poor response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This
paper argues that early-warning intelligence regarding the origin of pathogens
and information about the pandemic were inadequate. Intelligence analysts
and national security officials did not fully comprehend the dire consequences
of biological warfare and epidemic. The entire U.S. pandemic surveillance
system was too dispersed to facilitate information sharing. And President
Donald Trump’s unwillingness to accept advice from intelligence agencies,
medical experts and public health officials also led to delaysin COVID-19
pandemic response.

Keywords: COVID-19, Intelligence Failure, Medical Intelligence, Public
Health Surveillance, Politicization of Intelligence
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