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The Evolution and Significance of Japan’s
Space Strategy in the 21t Century

Tzu-chen Cheng

(Professor,
Department of Political Science,
Chinese Culture University)

Tzu-shan Cheng

(Adjunct Assistant Professor,
Office of Teacher Education and Career Services,
National Taipei University of Education)

Abstract

In the new century, the Japan Self-Defense Forces have been
compelled to make significant changes in response to a rapidly changing
technological environment and China' s rising power. This paper investigates
the opportunities for Japan in the essential sectors of military innovation,
space exploitation and military satellites. It does so through a study of
relevant documents pertaining to space war theories and by exploring
the evolution of Japan’ s space strategy and active early warning capabilities
through the prism of its evolving strategic needs in space, private
enterprises related to that sector, and Japan’s collaboration on space-
based surveillance with allied nations.

Keywords: Space Strategy, Japanese Defense, Quasi-Zenith Satellite
System, Space Operation Squadron, Space Situational
Awareness
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