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A Shift in Xi’s Strategy and the Changing
Cross-Strait Security Situation: 2012-2018

Shih-min Chen

(Associate Professor, Department of Political Science,
National Taiwan University)

Abstract

The shift in China’s grand strategy after Xi’s inauguration has
caused had a sizable impact on Taiwan’s security environment. The
growth of China’s military power continues to tilt the Cross-Strait
military balance in China’s favor, while challenging the credibility
of the U.S.” security promise to Taiwan. Also, no matter how the
situation unfolds, the fast-changing North Korean nuclear crisis will
pose challenges to Taiwan’s security. As the U.S.” security commitment
to the region deteriorates, Japan also suffers from the strategic shift
of Xi’s China. Should a normalizing Japan chooses to develop its
own deterrence capacity, this will cause a significant ripple effect
to the security environment of Taiwan, a place which Japan deems

to be an area of core interest.

Keywords: China’s Strategic Shift, Taiwan’s Security, US Commitment
to Taiwan’s Security, North Korea’s Nuclear Crisis, Japan’s

“State Normalization”
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