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China’s Military Expansion and the
Threat to Taiwan: Seeking Restoration
of Historical Status

Cheng-kun Ma

(Professor & Director, Graduate Institute of China Military Affairs,
National Defense University)

Abstract

In recent years, the PLA has substantially expanded its military
existence in the maritime periphery and changed the status of the
regional order. From the perspective of realism, China is a typical
revisionist which is seeking to change its status in the region. In history,
such intention of expansion has only been stopped by military suppression
of other power states. But China has continued to seek reunification
with Taiwan since the frustration of the 1996 Taiwan Strait Missile
Crisis and continued to enforce its military power for the purpose of
national unification. Thus, China is not only a revisionist who wants
to change the status, but a revivalist seeking national rejuvenation.
China will not stop until its “historical status” is restored. Therefore,
the military threat from China which Taiwan faces can only become
heavier over time. This destiny has pushed Taiwan to establish close

military cooperation with the US.

Keywords: China Dream, Strong Army Dream, Military Expansion, Re-

vivalism, Taiwan Security Threat
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