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The Issue of Competition and Cooperation
between China and the United States in the
South China Sea: Challenges for a “New
Type of Great Power Relations”

Ming-yuan Hu

(Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Strategic Studies
& International Affairs, National Defense University)

Abstract

China wants to establish a “New Type of Great Power Relations”
with the United States as a measure for redistribution of global
power. Aiming to becoming the regional power in South China Sea
along with traditional global players, the PLA has gradually increased
its political and military influences in this region by reclaiming and
militarizing islands. China uses a carrots and sticks policy, luring
by economic benefits and threatening with its military presence, to
silence sovereignty and claims to sovereignty by other states. In
order to disrupt China’s rapidly increasing influence in the region,
the U.S. must respond with counter measures to neutralize China’s
actions. Therefore, military competition between China and the U.S.
will not create a peaceful and cooperative environment in the South
China Sea. In summary, the balance of power between China and

the U.S. remains in stalemate.

Keywords: South China Sea, New Type of Great Power Relations,

Anti-Access/Area Denial, Balance of Power, Neo-Realism
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