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The Development of China’s Build-up of
Aircraft Carriers: An Analysis of
Offensive Realism

Kuo-cheng Chang

(Associate Professor and Deputy Dean, Center for General Education,
Taipei Medical University)

Abstract

This paper aims to examine the implications of the developmental
strategy of aircraft carriers in China by using offensive realistic
explanations. Offensive realists claim that the international system
provides China with strong incentives to resort to offensive action in
order to alter the status quo and expand its power overseas. Inevitably,
China will seek to increase its naval strength, to the detriment of
other states within the system. Arguably, it is in China’s national
interest to become a hegemony—being the only great power in the
region. As China is likely to be a revisionist, it will let the PLAN’s
strategy of aircraft carrier development be similar to that of the
United States, instead of that of the other post-World War Il aircraft

carrier operators—such as the UK, France and the USSR (now Russia).

Keywords: Offensive Realism, Aircraft Carrier, China Military, Gunboat
Diplomacy, People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN)
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