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Abstract

According to Chinese tradition, people always value the
function of severe punishment and retribution. The Communists
also use the death penalty as a tool for controlling society and
maintaining their regime. This situation not only influences the
process of the internationalization of China's criminal law, but
also results in China not approving the Second Optional Protocol
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. This
study first analyzes the meaning of abolishing the death penalty
for China, and then tries to find the driving force in pushing
China to consider it. It concludes that support for abolishing the
death penalty in China can be obtained by attempting to acculturate
the government and people to accept the trend and as outside
forces also persuade Chinato comply with the norms of international
society.
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