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How to Perceive the Rise of China?

Lang Kao

(Professor, Department of Political Science,
National Taiwan University)

Abstract

Over the past twenty-eight years, China has enjoyed a fast
growing economy. The country shows an annual economic growth
rate of nearly 9 percent. Analysts predict that China will become
the second largest economy in the world by the year 2020. It is
expected to become the world’s largest in 2030. Realizing this
trend, major countries around the world express their concern over
the rise of China, while at the same time examining its implication
to their interest.

This paper examines the rise of China from different perspectives.
The American perspective approaches the issue from the angle of
realists and liberals. Washington shows a tendency to mix two
ideas into one when it comes to dealing with the changes in
China. On the other hand, the Chinese perspective has its origins
in Deng’s idea about his country’s development. Since 1978, under
the leadership of Deng, Beijing has made the economy its top
priority. To advance economic reform, Beijing devoted much effort
in maintaining a stable and peaceful environment. For this reason,

China transformed itself into a status quo country — a nation
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with no motive to become a hegemony. Even after Hu Jintao’s
ascension to power in 2002, Beijing did not change its overall
development strategy. It is apparent that Americans and Chinese
approach the issue of China’s rise from entirely different frames.
If we want a more accurate evaluation of the impact of Chinese
development upon the world, it is perhaps better to put ourselves
into Beijing’s shoes. This is useful, especially in understanding
how Beijing perceives the relationship between internal development
and external peace.

In its conclusion, this paper attempts to analyze the conditions
under which China may decide to change the priorities of its

development strategy.

Keywords: Rise of China, Peace and Development, Realism, Liberalism,

Taiwan
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